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[HISTORY: Adopted 5-5-55. Amended 2-6-95, effective 2-26-95. §15-7 Amended 8-

7-00. Amendment history noted where applicable. §15-1 though §15-15 repealed 

and replaced with §15-1 though §15-15. Effective 5-17-15] 

 

REFERENCES 

Municipal infractions -- See Chapter 46. 

Streets, sidewalks, curb cuts -- See Chapter 57. 

Utilities -- See Chapter 62. 

Walls and fences -- See Chapter 66. 

 
 

§ 15-1. Administration. 

 

This chapter shall be administered by the Town Administrator and enforced by the Town 

Administrator and other Town officials and employees as designated by the Town Administrator. 

 

§ 15-2. Applicability of and compliance with County Building Code. 

 

The Building Code for Prince George's County, Subtitle 4 of the Code of Prince George's 

County, Maryland, as amended from time to time, applies within the Town. A person may not 

erect, reconstruct, repair, or remove any building or structure within the Town except in 
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compliance with the Building Code for Prince George’s County and in accordance with building 

permits issued by Prince George’s County. 

 

§ 15-3. Applicability of and compliance with Chapter. 

 

In addition to complying with § 15-2, a person may not erect, reconstruct, repair, or 

remove any building or structure within the Town for which a Prince George’s County building 

permit is required except in compliance with this Chapter and with a building permit from the 

Town issued under this Chapter. 

 

§ 15-4. Permit applications. 

 

(a) After a building permit for proposed work has been issued by Prince George’s 

County, an owner of property, or the owner’s authorized agent, shall apply for a 

building permit for the work from the Town by submitting an application to the Town 

Administrator upon forms furnished by the Town. Each application shall be signed 

under oath that the contents of the application are true and correct to the best of the 

applicant’s knowledge, information and belief. Each application shall be 

accompanied by a copy of the building permit issued by Prince George’s County and 

a copy of the site plan and all other plans and specifications approved by Prince 

George’s County as part of the County’s building permit. Where the application is for 

a building permit for a fence, the application shall demonstrate that the proposed 

fence complies with the requirements of Chapter 66 of this Code. The Town 

Administrator may waive the submittal of all or portions of other plans and 

specifications on a case by case basis when the Town Administrator determines that 

these will not assist the Town in determining whether to issue a Town building 

permit. Each application also shall be accompanied by a non-refundable application 

fee of $50. 

 

(b) After receiving an application and application fee, the Town shall review the 

application. The Town’s review of the application shall focus on the completeness 

and accuracy of the application and accompanying materials, and whether Prince 

George’s County made any errors in its approval of the County building permit. 

 
 

§ 15-5. Action on permit applications. 

 

(a) The Town shall review each application for a Town building permit. After review of 

an application, the Town Administrator shall notify the applicant in writing that: 

 

(1) The application is approved and available for issuance upon payment of 

the applicable permit fee; 

 

(2) The Town is holding final action on the application until the applicant 

submits additional required documentation to the town; 
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(3) There are apparent errors regarding Prince George’s County’s issuance of 

the County building permit that the applicant must resolve with the county before the 

Town will complete processing of the Town building permit application; 

 

(4) The application has been approved with conditions or restrictions; or 

 
(5) The application has been denied and the reasons for the denial. 

 
(b) The Town Administrator shall issue a permit after the Town Administrator is 

satisfied that the application is complete, all required application materials have been 

submitted, any apparent errors in the issuance of the Prince George’s County building 

permit have been resolved, where the application is for a building permit for a fence, 

the proposed fence complies with the requirements of Chapter 66 of this code, and the 

applicant pays the permit fee required by Section 15-6. 

 

(c) An applicant may appeal any determination of the Town Administrator under this 

section to the Mayor and Council by filing a written notice of appeal with the Town 

Clerk. The notice of appeal shall set forth the errors allegedly made by the Town 

Administrator and the relief requested by the applicant. The Mayor and Council shall 

conduct a public hearing and consider de novo any appeal from the Town 

Administrator's determination, and may affirm, reverse or modify the determination of 

the Town Administrator. 

 

§ 15-6. Permit fees. 

 

The fee for a building permit issued by the Town shall be seventy-five percent (75%) of 

the fee for the Prince George’s County building permit for the work, except that the fee for a 

Town building permit shall not be less than twenty-five dollars ($25) or more than seven 

thousand dollars ($7,000). 

 

§ 15-7. Permit to be kept posted on premises. 

 

A Town building permit shall be kept posted on the premises on which the work 

authorized by permit is being performed until the work has been completed. 

 

§ 15-8. Town inspections. 

 

(a) The Town periodically shall inspect all work sites for which the Town issued a 

building permit. The purpose of the Town’s inspections are to determine whether 

work is being performed in accordance with the Town building permit, this chapter 

and any other provisions of this code, and whether there exist any readily apparent 

violations of the County building permit. If the inspector determines that a violation 

of the County building code may exist, the Town promptly shall notify appropriate 
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Prince George’s County authorities for such authorities to take such action as they 

deem appropriate. 

 

(b) The Town also shall inspect sites where work is being performed and for which a 

Town building permit has not been issued. The purpose of these inspections is to 

determine whether a Town building permit is required for that work. 

 

(c) Where an inspection cannot be conducted without entering onto a property or 

premises, the Town may enter onto the property or premises at reasonable times to 

conduct any inspection authorized by subsections (A) and (B) of this section. Where 

a property or premises is occupied the inspector shall present credentials to the 

occupant and request entry. If a property or premises is unoccupied the inspector 

shall first make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other person having charge 

or control of the property or premises and request entry. If entry is refused the town 

shall obtain appropriate judicial relief to enter the premises and conduct the 

inspection unless immediate entry is required because of an imminent threat to the 

public health, safety or welfare. 

 

§ 15-9. Stop work orders. 

 

(a) Whenever any work is being done in violation of this chapter, without a required 

Town building permit or in variance with the terms of any Town building permit 

issued for the work, an inspector may order all or a part of the work stopped until the 

violation or variance is eliminated, and any work undertaken in violation of this 

chapter or town building permit is corrected. A "stop work" order, if oral, shall be 

followed by a written stop work order within twenty-four (24) hours (excluding 

Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays). 

 

(b) A “stop work” order issued by Prince George’s County shall be treated as a stop 

work order issued by the Town. 

 

(c) A Town stop work order shall contain or be accompanied by a written notice 

indicating that there is a right to a hearing before the Mayor and Council. A request 

for a hearing shall be in writing and filed with the Town Clerk. The notice of appeal 

shall set forth the errors allegedly made by the Town and the relief requested. A 

request for a hearing shall include the owner’s or permittee’s telephone and e-mail 

contact information. The owner or permittee affected by a stop work order shall be 

entitled to a hearing as promptly as practicable, but not later than seventy-two (72) 

hours after the Town Clerk receives the request for a hearing. The Mayor and 

Council shall afford the owner or permittee a fair hearing with an opportunity to 

present evidence or testimony that is relevant to the stop work order and for the 

Mayor and Council to consider the appeal de novo. The owner or permittee shall be 

afforded reasonable notice of the time and place of the hearing. 
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(d) Promptly following a hearing, the mayor and council shall take appropriate 

action based on the evidence presented at the hearing. 

 

§ 15-10. Penalties and enforcement. 

 

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, violations of this 

chapter and any Town building permit issued under this chapter are 

declared to be municipal infractions, the fine for which shall be two 

hundred fifty dollars ($250) for each offense. Each day that a violation 

continues is a separate and repeat offense. 

 

(b) Unlawful continuance of work in violation of a stop work order issued pursuant 

to 

§ 15-9 is a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, the violator shall be 

subject to a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or 

imprisonment for not more than six (6) months, or both. 

 

(c) In addition to the penalties specified in subsections (a) and (b) of this 

section, the Town may enforce the provisions of this chapter, and abate 

violations of this chapter and any permit or stop work order, by judicial 

proceedings for injunction or other appropriate civil relief. 
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